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The Chemical Structure o~ Proteins, par G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, Churchill Ltd., London 
1953 , pp. 222, 49 il lustrations, 25 shillings. 

Ce pet i t  volume rassemble les communica t ions  pr4sent6es au cours d 'un  sympos ium tenu & 
Londres  en D6cembre 1952. Les quat re  premieres communicat ions ,  dues respect ivement  ~ L. C. 
CRAIG, W. H. STEIN, R. R. PORTER et R. L. M. SYNGE, t ra i ten t  de la purification des prot6ines et 
des peptides naturels,  4tape prdliminaire indispensable ~ route 4rude de s tructure.  La d4terminat ion 
des groupes C- et N- te rminaux  et les m4thodes de d4gradation contr614es & par t i r  d 'une extr6mit4 
de la mol4cule prot4ique font  l 'objet  des communicat ions  de P. DESNUELLE, de A. C. CHIBNALL, 
de C. FROMAGEOT ET M. JUTISZ, de P. EDMAN, de H. FRAENKEL-CONRAT et de F. TURBA. L'uti l isat ion 
des enzymes prot6olyt iques est trait4e dans deux communica t ions  dues & E. L. SMITH et A P. 
BOULANGER ET G. •ISERTE. Signalons enfin les communica t ions  dues A D. F. ELLIOTT (Acyl migrat ion 
in the s tudy  of protein s tructure) ,  K. FELIX (Protamines et Nucl4oprotamines),  W. H. SCHROEDER 
(Some exper iments  on the chromatographic  separat ion and identification of peptides in part ial  
hydrolysates  of gelatin) et V¢. GRASSMANN (Electron optical and chemical studies on the s t ruc ture  
of collagens). 

Le m6rite de cet ouvrage est d 'aborder  les pr inc ipaux probl~mes que pose l '4tablissement de 
la s t ruc ture  chimique des prot4ines, et celA sous une forme ex t r6mement  suggestive et vivante,  
grace en particulier A l ' ampleur  des discussions qui ont  suivi chaque communica t ion  et qui sont  
ici rapport4es  in extenso. I1 int6ressera donc tous les biochimistes qui t ravail lent  dans  le domaine 
des prot4ines. 

R. MONIER (Paris) 

The Physics o/Viruses. E. C. POLLARD, Academic Press, New York, 1953, 230 pp. with 
graphs, diagrams and photographs. $ 5.50. 

This is a pre tent ious  little book and m a n y  people will be so completely deterred by  the obvious 
nonsense t ha t  is apparen t  in it a t  a glance t ha t  they will not  look for the sense t h a t  is there too. 
A review may,  chari tably,  s ta r t  wi th  the sense. 

The physical  processes used in the separat ion and character isat ion of viruses are described 
briefly and critically so tha t  the nature  of the actual  observat ion made is clearly b rough t  out.  The 
validity of the conclusions is discussed in a way  tha t  is designed to make the reader sceptical abou t  
detailed interpretat ions.  This is admirable  bu t  it is marred in places by  a conversat ional  and am- 
biguous style of writing. Many examples would be tedious; the s ta tement  t ha t  "A h u m a n  being 
funct ions considerably by  reason of his surface, and so a virus mus t  do so much more"  may  serve 
as an i l lustrat ion.  

The nonsense covers an extensive field. The Foreword s tar t s  well with errors of years  and even 
centuries in dat ing and f rom this we go on to various a t t empt s  to produce a micro-ana tomy of 
several viruses. For  some of the s ta tements  made in these sections there is a little evidence; for 
mos t  of them there is none. The author,  it is true, repeatedly apologises for these a t t empt s  bu t  
persists  in making them;  once for the curious reason tha t  viruses p resumably  have an internal  
s t ruc ture  "so why  not  say so".  Under  the circumstances apparen t ly  one s t ruc ture  is as good as 
another .  

A quota t ion  f rom Wal t  W h i t m a n  introduces the book; another  from the same poem would 
have been more a p t : -  

"Th rough  me the afflatus surging and surging, th rough  me the current  and index."  

Yet  another  would have been useful in forestalling criticism: - 

"Down-hear t ed  doubters ,  dull and excluded, 
Frivolous,  sullen, moping,  angry,  affected, dishearten 'd,  atheistical, 
I know every one of you, I know the sea of to rment ,  doubt ,  despair, and unbelief ."  

Dr. POLLARD is not  much  troubled by  doubt  and unbelief. 

N. W. PIRIE (Harpenden) 


